One-day Seminar on Meeting Information and Knowledge Needs of
Farmers in Africa Through e-Agriculture

Lubrandt Conference Room, Lusaka Hotel, Cairo Road

Lusaka, Zambia
14 July 2008
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Background

Following the highly successtul e-Agriculture Week held in Rome,
Italy, in September 2007, the Africa Chapter of the International
Association of Agricultural Information Specialists (IAALD) is
pleased to announce a one-day seminar on “Meeting Information
and Knowledge Needs of Farmers in Africa Through e-Agriculture” to be
held as a pre-SCECSAL XVIII Conference event at the Lusaka
Hotel in Zambia on 14 July 2008.

“e-agriculture” is an emerging field comprising the enhancement
of agriculture and rural development through improved
information exchange, communication and learning processes,
based on the use of internet and other digital technologies by
actors in agriculture locally, regionally and worldwide. The
seminar will examine some e-agriculture initiatives in Africa, the
potential role of information professionals in Africa in e-
agriculture, and the need for them to participate in the global e-
Agriculture Community of Expertise initiative.

Goal

To examine the emerging field of e-agriculture and share
information and review specific cases of e-agriculture initiatives
in Africa and their impact on sharing, managing and delivery of
agricultural information and knowledge services, ie. market
prices, extension services, information on agricultural practices,
soil condition and weather condition, to rural-based farmets and
communities to help them improve the quantity and quality of
their agricultural production.

Expected Outcomes
At the end of the seminar, participants will:
e Understand and appreciate the emerging field of e-
Agriculture;

e Be aware of some of the e-agriculture initiatives being
implemented in Africa;



e Understand the role of information
professionals in e-agriculture;

e Be aware of the e-Agriculture
Community of  Expertise global
initiative and how to participate in the
initiative.

Speakers

Speakers at the seminar will include experts in
Africa involved in implementing e-Agriculture
initiatives from the public and private sectors,
Non-governmental — organizations  (NGOs),
agricultural  information and  knowledge
management specialists, extension service
providers, researchers and academicians,
ICT/telecommunication setvice providers, etc.

Target Audience

e DPolicy makers in ministries of
agriculture and related ministries;

e Library and information professionals;

e NGO’s serving rural farmers and
communities;

e Services providers, i.e. Internet Service
Providers, Telecommunication Setvice
Providers;

e Agricultural Extension Officers;

e Development agencies

Registration

Participation in the seminar is free and is open
to all interested individuals. However, priority will
be given to members of LAALD. All other expenses
- travel, accommodation, subsistence, etc. are
to be borne by participants. To ensure effective
interaction and exchange, the number of
participants is limited to a maximum of 50.

Please, indicate your intention to participate in
the seminar by sending your names, post/title,
affiliation including telephone/ fax, contact email
address, and a brief motivation note (maximum 100
wotds) on why you should be selected to
participate in the seminar, by email to the
address given below by 13 June 2008.
Participants selected for the seminar will be
informed by 20 June 2008.

Send your details to:

Gracian Chimwaza
Secretary - LAALD Africa Chapter
ITOCA-Information Training & Outreach Centre for
Africa
P. O. Box 11632, Die Hoewes, 0163
Centurion, South Africa
Tel: +27-12-6634062
Fax:+27-12-6633287
E-mail: gracian@jitoca.org

Sponsors
The seminar is sponsored by ITOCA -

Information Training & Outreach Centre for
Africa (www.itoca.org).



